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Safe & Sound
Meagan Trahan

The silence of my words
As they drop the floor,
The beat to my heart
Is getting kind of sore..
The way my head 
Rests on your chest,
I feel safe and sound
And my life is put at rest..
In your arms is where
I want to be,
The only place where 
I can be the real me..
Talking to you is
Like a dream come true,
Who needs the world
When I’ve got you…

Welcoming a new club on 
Campus

Title: Acceptance | Involvement | Mindfulness (AIM)

AIM was established to help students come together for a vari-
ety of goals. We want to create a safe place to socialize, work 
together, volunteer, and connect with the community. Through 
random acts of kinds (#RAK) and other outreach options, we will 
try to use AIM to make the campus and local community a little 
bit better. 

AIM is a hybrid of three previous WA groups, all coming together 
for the first time this year. If you have been in a club and want to 
do more, or if you are thinking of joining one for your first time, 
consider AIM.

Interested?
Come to our next meeting with no obligation to join!
Monday, October 5, 2015
2:15 pm (done by 3:00)  in room B115

Deep End Contest
The Deep End is now accepting stories for its second annual Spooky 
Scary Story Submission. Submit your chilling and thrill-
ing story (500 words or less) to thedeepend@wood-
stockacademy.org by Friday October 23. Winner will 
be announced the week before Halloween and will 
receive a Dunkin Donuts gift card!
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Bracken Memorial Library 
News
Banned Books Week: September 27-October 3, 2015

     Banned Books Week is an annual celebration of the 
freedom to read.  This event is sponsored by the American 
Library Association and observed in libraries, schools, book-
stores and other community settings across the nation and 
the world.    
     The theme for the 2015 celebration is Young Adult Liter-
ature.  “Young Adult books are challenged more frequently 
than any other type of book,” said Judith Platt, chair of the 
Banned Books Week National Committee. “These are the 
books that speak most immediately to young people, deal-
ing with many of the difficult issues that arise in their own 
lives, or in the lives of their friends. These are the books that 
give young readers the ability to safely explore the some-
times scary real world. This Banned Books Week is a call to 
action, to remind everyone that young people need to be 
allowed the freedom to read widely, to read books that are 
relevant for them, and to be able to make their own reading 
choices.”   
     Every year hundreds of books are challenged, and 
sometimes banned, at schools all across the country.  The list 
below gives the titles of the ten most frequently challenged 
books of 2014.  Of the top ten, six are YA books.  

     Do you want to celebrate your freedom to read?  If so,  
     stop by the library and check out a book today!!

1)      The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, by 
          Sherman Alexie
2)      Persepolis, by Marjane Satrapi
3)      And Tango Makes Three, Justin Richardson and Peter  
          Parnell
4)      The Bluest Eye, by Toni Morrison
5)      It’s Perfectly Normal, by Robie Harris
6)      Saga, by Brian Vaughan and Fiona Staples
7)      The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini
8)      The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky
9)      A Stolen Life, Jaycee Dugard
10)    Drama, by Raina Telgemeier

GSA 
Gun-Slinging Americans? Gaelic Students Association? 
Genius Sentient Androids? German Shepherd Awareness? 
What exactly is GSA?
While those all sound like fantastic clubs (seriously, let’s get 
some German a Shepherd-lovers together), none of those 
are quite right. GSA stands for Gay-Straight Alliance, and 
our biggest goal as a club is acceptance. For everybody.
Let’s be honest: we might not be the stereotypical “Mean 
Girls” high school, but we certainly aren’t perfect. It’s tough 
dealing with all the people who just don’t understand - or 
don’t try to. The goal of GSA is to be a safe space for all 
the kids at WA whose sexualities or gender identities don’t 
match up with what’s “normal,” but GSA also aims to be a 
safe space for all the kids at WA, period.
So how exactly do we plan on accomplishing this?  cont’d 
pg 6

Senegal Exchange 
Dodgeball Tournament
Madam Burke

Dodgeball for Senegal Exchange is a fundraiser for 
the program and a cultural exchange.
Dodgeball is not a sport or game in Senegal but 
based on the enthusiasm on the court, that 
may change. This is the first time the girls from Sene-
gal have seen or played dodgeball.
They loved it and so did the 20 + teams which played 
each block. There was great competition and 
sportsmanship  in the air. The WA students encour-
aged and helped the Mariama Ba girls to play.
The girls from Senegal had a wonderful day as did 
their teachers. Many WA students enjoyed 
interacting with them and of course, having their hair 
braided!   The internet outage helped our cause 
as many classes came down to play.  The money 
raised will help pay for buses, workshops and concerts 
which 
were presented during the 18 days of the Exchange.
Thanks to all for helping support the Senegal Ex-
change.

Did you know?! 
The books in the Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling 
were the most challenged ones from 2000–2009.
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The Junior class in 1960

Mr. Smith (Smittie) graduates 1981

Mr. Smith 2005                     

WA Throwback Part 1 
Robert Johnson
Have you ever wondered what the Academy used to look like? Ever wondered what your teachers used to look like? Well 
I went to the archives for old yearbooks and found some cool, and sometimes funny, pictures of the old Academy. Special 
thanks to Mrs. Straub and Mr. Sandford for letting me use the BAC conference room.

The Junior class 1956                          

2010

Breana Weidele
On September 1st, we met our sisters from 
Sénégal. From the moment they stepped  off 
the bus, it was like old best friends meeting 
again.  They were all so beautiful and kind, 
and we instantly knew that that it would be 
an amazing two weeks together, and it was. 
We all did so many fun things together, like 
shopping, slumber parties, and even a trip to 

NYC! One night all the girls involved in the exchange, got 
together and we had a Bon fire. The girls from Mariama BA 
had never roasted marshmallows, so you could imagine the 
excitement when they bit into that first s'more, their faces 

were priceless. They were all so excited and full of love for 
every person they met, especially my exchange student. 
Her name is Fatoumata Gaye, but I call Nana. She is thir-
teen years old and lives in the Senegalese capital, Dakar. 
To my surprise, Fatoumata is just like American teenagers. 
She watches Teen Wolf and even listens to bands like One 
Direction, and Imagine Dragons. But there are so many cul-
tural differences. The one that fascinated me the most was 
how all the girls could at least speak three languages. They 
all spoke English, French, and their native language Wolof. 
The last day was the hardest, we all cried… A lot. Over 
those two weeks, we all got so close. And I am so happy 
to say that I have many un biological Senegalese sisters.  

Reflections on Senegal
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Centaurian Contest
Check out the comic below, come up with some creative 
quotes to fill the empty chat & thought bubbles. Send your 
submissions to centaurian@woodstockacademy.org or visit 
the Centaurian Twitter feed to get an image to edit. Post 
your pics to Twitter and tag @WACentaurian by October 
8. 

Senegal Exchange   2015-2016 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interested in TRAVELING to SENEGAL in April 2016 
 
                                         See Mme Burke in B217  or Sra Collins in BC 22 
                                                    Experience of a lifetime!!!!!!!!! 

Fun Sock Friday
You may have noticed on Friday, September 25, 
there were a few faculty and staff members wearing 
unusually funky or bright socks. All Abilities Alliance 
hosted a special theme for dress down Friday. Each 
member of the Academy community were encour-
aged to wear fun, funky, unsual or amazing socks. 
Participants dug down deep in their sock drawers 
and came up with some really neat footwear. Ms. 
Duquette donned her Abe Lincoln socks, Mrs. Burns 
wore her favorite reindeer socks, and Mrs. Singleton 
wore Superman socks complete with capes. Each 
partcipant was encouraged to make a $1.00 dona-
tion towards the work of the All Abilities Alliance. 
Funds that the Alliance collects through the year will 
be used towards community awareness events that 
they host both on and off campus. 

“The Glass Ballerina” 
Madeline Tassoni

Bright, big eyes stare at the mirror,
Correcting every small error in each movement. 
Carefully, yet gracefully, pink Pointe shoes tap the floor;
She swiftly rises and falls. 
So beautiful, it takes your breath away; 
Yet so delicate and fragile. 
She pours out her heart in the most secret of ways; 
Nobody knows of the shy ballerina in the empty studio. 
With each mistake, she restarts her routine; 
Tears slide down her face, going over each step again. 
She struggles to reach perfection. 
Her feet, aching and blistering, beg her to stop;
Frustrated and shaken to the core, she just keeps trying. 
Behind her determined expression, she’s broken. 
She thinks she’s incompetent, she thinks she has no talent. 
The unknown eyes that see her careful dance, see different.
They see beauty;
They see grace;
They see perfection. 
They see everything that she tries to hide. 
Her dance shows her pain, her heartache, her frustration;
They’re mesmerized by her talent,
Infatuated by her individuality. 
Their hearts swell with admiration, 
As they ask themselves; 
How something so elegant, could have a spirit made of 
glass? 
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Sci-fi artist club
      Liam J. Walsh 

This month, the academy is going to have a 
new club which is being lead by Liam a WA 
senior in 2016 senior class. The new club’s 

name is Sci-fi artist club and the club is facing challenges. 
Anyone who likes Sci fi and draw Sci fi pictures can join the 
club but they have to see the club’s founder Liam Walsh. 
I am in B115 twice on day 1 & day 2 during A block and 
B block with Mrs. Swanson. The club’s meetings are once 
every other week. I have the sign up sheet with me and I 
need to recruit members. The creation of sci-fi artist club is 
important because the club is on the edge of dissolved and 
destruction. Sci-fi artist club needs 12 members.  The club’s 
goal is to draw pictures and have fun at the same time. The 
club is an experiment which all students have to lead it. 
Finally I am going to say is the government (sci-fi artist club) 
of the students, by the students, for the students shall not 
perish from the academy. Everyone couldn’t let the club to 
fall a part as it being created. The club’s adviser is Mr. Du-
Puis and every one has to be respectful to each other. If a 
member has been misbehaving they should resigned or get 
removed from the club by its officers or Mr. DuPuis because 
they have three strikes. The strikes means one is warning, 
the second is pull your self together, the last strike is you are 
out of the club.

The Queen’s Record
Adam Jordan

September 9 is a special day for the United 
Kingdom (U.K.). The U.K.’s Queen Elizabeth 
ii will make a new record, she will be U.K.’s 
longest-reigning monarch. A monarch is the 
queen or king of a country, other countries with monarchs 
are Sweden and Spain. Elizabeth’s great-great grand-
mother has held the record for being the longest monarch. 
Her name was Queen Victoria, Victoria was queen for 
more than 63 years. She was queen from 1837 to 1901. 
On September 9, Elizabeth will break Victoria’s record. In 
the U.K. people do not elect queens and kings, they are 
born into royal families. Elizabeth was born into the U.K. 
royal family. Their family is the Windsor family. Elizabeth 
full name is Elizabeth Alexandra Windsor, Elizabeth’s 
father name was King George VI. George was the U.K.’s 
king during World War II. Elizabeth was a young princess 
then, Elizabeth joined the army and drove a truck. King 
Georg VI died in February 1952 and Elizabeth became 
the U.K.’s monarch or queen. She has been queen since 
1952. Elizabeth loves the people of the U.K. and they 
love her. Elizabeth is still very busy; she gives speeches, 
visits other countries, hosts parties and more! The queen 
is important to the U.K. after 63, years. The family tree 
of the royal blood line  starts with Queen Victoria 1819-
1901 the next in line is King Georg VI he ruled from 
1895- 1952. His daughter Queen Elizabeth was born in 
1926 and married Prince Philip who was born in 1921. 
They have four kids they are: Prince Charles 1948 mar-
ried to princess Diana 1961-1997, prince Williams 1982  
married to princess Kate 1982, their children are  prince 
George 2013 and princess charlotte 2015. Queen Eliza-
beth is 89 years old. They have for children. Their children 
are Prince Charles, the queen other children are Princess 
Anne, Prince Andrew and Prince Edward.  Queen Elizabeth 
ii loves dogs and horses. She also loves tea and scones. 
Elizabeth has a home in England and Scotland. Elizabeth 
has a famous home in London, the home is Buckingham 
palace. On September 9, the people sang the national an-
them in honor of queen Elizabeth. Congratulations, Queen 
Elizabeth ii, on your longest regions monarch!

    

GSA continued from pg 3
GSA holds a variety of events throughout the year to raise 
awareness for issues in the community.  On September 28 
through October 2, GSA will be sponsoring Ally Week. 
This is a chance for everybody at Woodstock Academy, 
students and staff, to show their support for each other 
by wearing a sticker or adding their own link to the ev-
er-growing Ally Chain. Today marks the first day of Ally 
Week, so stay tuned for announcements, and encourage 
your friends and teachers to join in!
So while we may not be a gang of sentient androids, GSA 
is still a club full of great people working to make Wood-
stock Academy a safer, happier, and more accepting 
place. We meet every Monday morning before school in 
B116 if you’d like to come by and say hello!
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Homecoming 2015
    
      Homecoming is a tradition at many educational 
institutions, where alumni are invited back to campus to 
participate in athletic and other social events. Woodstock 
Academy once again has a fantastic line up of events in 
which both students and alumni are invited to participate.  
In addition to a full schedule of athletic events, here are 
some additional events - 
     The Shindig on Friday night will be a casual get to-
gether with light food and drinks.  We will have a nice set 
up inside and outside of the barn at Jay Bentley’s house 
(an alumnus) just down the street from The Academy. 
Those alumni looking to attend the Shindig must register 
in advance on the Academy website, or with Mrs. Doreen 
Holt at x1147.
      The 2nd Annual Hall of Fame 5K race is Saturday 
morning and we are encouraging all students, faculty, 
staff, parents, community members, and anyone else to 
run.  The course begins and ends at the school and the 
race will be professionally timed.  Registration is $25 and 
can be done online in advance or on the morning of the 
race starting at 7:30. 
      At 9:00 am on Saturday there will be alumni volley-
ball, soccer, and football games, and all are welcome to 
participate. See the schedule to the left.
     From 11-3:30 on Saturday there will be a family fun 
area at the Bentley Athletic Complex with an alumni 
welcome tent, and a bouncy house and face painting for 
kids.
     In addition to these great events, we have invited the 
Golden Centaur Class of 1965 for lunch and a campus 
tour on Saturday as they finish up the celebration of their 
50th anniversary of graduation. Congratulations to the 
class of 1965 on this accomplishment.
     Saturday evening, the Alumni Association is hosting its 
annual reception and banquet in the Academy commons.  
This event is run by the Alumni Association and is a time 
for alumni to come together with their classmates, remi-
nisce, and celebrate.  It is being catered by the Vienna, 
and there will be music. Again, if any alumni would like to 
attend, they need to register on the Academy website, or 
with Mrs. Doreen Holt at x 1147. 

An Introduction to Goating 
(Part 2)
Noah Mcnamara

If you are starting to consider having 
goats as pets you should determine if 
you have the land to provide all the 
necessities for them. A few goats don’t 
need much land, in fact I have seen 
many goats live their whole lives in small 

pens with ample room to roam, but it’s not as satisfying as 
seeing goats run full speed across a large yard bouncing 
about. My goats stay in a pen until I let them out into the 
yard, this will only work if you have a large fence by the 
road to keep them from going into it. Even so I have to be 
careful they don’t get into the road so I have to put up a 
temporary fence to keep them in. If you know you have a 
lot of space for goats then you should take the next step 
and see what kind of plants you have in your area. Some 
plants are poisonous to goats such as, mountain laurel, 
pokeweed and ferns. Goats should be eating a variety 
of plants so that they can get all the nutrients they need. 
Goats with free area to graze and forest areas for them to 
forge will make a goat as happy as can be.

Check back next edition for information on proper shelter 
and housing.
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Looking Ahead
   Sunday                Monday              Tuesday              Wednesday         Thursday              Friday                 Saturday
9/27 9/28

CENTAURIAN 
PUBLISHED

9/29

Deadline for 
WAMD Pasta 
Sales

Arts Outreadh 
H100

9/30 10/1

Yearbook club 
7am in B126

10/2
Activity Fair in 
Founders Court 
during lunches

Petitions for 
Freshman Class 
officer & reps 
due

10/3

WAMD Mat-
tress Sale 8am

Italian Farm to 
Table Porchetta 
6pm

10/4 10/5

Homecoming  
& Spirit Week

10/6 10/7

Advisory 
schedule (day 
2)

10/8

Picture Retakes

All Abiliies Al-
liance painting 
event at  Ar-
tique,  Putnam 
6-8pm. 

10/9

Pep Rally 1pm

Bonfire 7pm

10/10

Homecoming 
dance 7pm

10/11 10/12

No School
Fall Foliage 
Fling 11am

10/13 10/14

School wide 
testing day

10/15 10/16

Freshman Lock-
in 5pm

10/17

FRESH Home-
lessness 
Sleepout

10/18 10/19 10/20 10/21 10/22 10/23

FRESH Spa-
ghetti Dinner 
6pm

10/24

Yearbook Updates
SENIORS: the link to submit your photos: 
https://images.jostens.com/402663437
Senior portrait sittings are scheduled for October 13, 14 from 
3:30-8pm and October 17 from 9am-3pm, in the Auditorium. 
Send bios to Mrs. Grube at hgrube@woodstockacademy.org
All Sports and Club section questions can be directed to Ms. 
Duquette.


